Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell will conduct
a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa at 12:00
Noon, Monday, June 3, 2019.

Board of Adjustment
Agenda
June 3, 2019

12:00 Noon

Chairperson Palmer presiding:
Roll Call: Grant _____, Hatting_________ Redding _______, Van Tomme ________.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes
COMMUNICATIONS:
NEW BUSINESS:
1.

Election of officers for 2019 – Must be completed the first meeting of each
calendar year.
Election of Chairperson:
Election of Vice-Chairperson:
Election of Secretary:

2.
Review an application from Nicholas Peiffer of 1529 West St to the Board of
Adjustment to approve a variance to the height requirement of a garage located at 1533
West St.

ADJOURN:

P. S. Please let us know at 236-2600 if you cannot attend so we can be sure
we have a quorum.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell will conduct
a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa at 12:00
Noon, Friday, November 16, 2018..
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
APPEAL 18-8

November 16, 2018

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Palmer at 12:00 p.m.
Roll Call: Grant ___P_____, Hatting __P_____, Redding__A___, Van Tomme __P_.
Also present: Tyler Avis. Dan Agnew. Julie Shebek.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Palmer asked if any changes were needed of the agenda. None were observed. Van
Tomme motioned to approve the agenda. Grant seconded the motion. The Agenda was
approved unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS:
Chairperson Palmer requested if there were any communications, Avis explained a few
calls were made from neighboring properties that simply made general inquiries about the
project; none of the callers objected to the project. Avis also explained that the Planning
and Zoning Board unanimously voted to make a recommendation to the Board of
Adjustment to approve the Special Use Permit for the application being discussed today.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Palmer asked if any changes were needed of the minutes. None were observed. Van
Tomme made a motion to approve the minutes, Hatting seconded the motion. The
Minutes were approved unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Review the Commission summary of the application from Julie Shebek of First
American Site Acquisition, Inc. on behalf of USCOC of Greater Iowa, LLC to the Board
of Adjustment to approve USCOC of Greater Iowa, LLC to construct a 125’ monopole
telecommunication tower at 1010 Ogan Avenue, which is owned by VanWyk Rentals
LLC.
Avis read letter submitted to the Board of Adjustment from the Planning and Zoning
commission outlining their conclusion of their decision, which was unanimous in
recommending approval of the special use permit.

2.
Review an application from Julie Shebek of First American Site Acquisition, Inc.
on behalf of USCOC of Greater Iowa, LLC to the Board of Adjustment to approve
USCOC of Greater Iowa, LLC to construct a 125’ monopole telecommunication tower at
1010 Ogan Avenue, which is owned by VanWyk Rentals LLC.
Palmer asked Avis for a staff report of the development. Avis explained the project per
the memo provided to the Board Members and detailed the height and fall radius of the
tower itself. Van Tomme asked when construction would start, and the applicant, Julie
Shebek, explained that it would begin in 2019.
Mr. Hatting made a motion to approve a Special Use Permit for a telecommunication
tower to be installed at 1010 Ogan Avenue. Grant seconded the motion. Roll Call votes
were as follows: Grant:_Y_, Hatting: Y . Van Tomme: Y . Palmer: Y . Motion
Passed 4-0
ADJOURN: Hatting moved that the meeting be adjourned. The motion was seconded
by Grant. The motion passed unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 12:08.

PHIL PALMER, CHAIR
ATTEST:

TYLER AVIS, SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
May 16, 2019

12:00 Noon

Approval of November 16, 2018 Meeting Minutes
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
1.
Election of officers for 2019 – Must be completed the first meeting of each
calendar year.
Election of Chairperson:
Election of Vice-Chairperson:
Election of Secretary:
2.
Review an application from Nicholas Peiffer of 1529 West St to the Board of Adjustment to
approve a variance to the height requirement of a garage located at 1533 West St.
Findings of Staff
1529 West St is an R-1 Zoned Property. The applicant was awarded a permit on April 4,
2019 to construct a detached garage on the lot the applicant also owns at 1533 West St which is
also an R-1 Zoned Property. In a letter received on April 3, 2019, the applicant stated they would
be combining both lots into one. On April 9, 2019 construction of the garage began. I completed
an inspection on the footings at 9am. Later that day I stopped and found the West posts were set.
The middle posts typically indicate roughly the height of the structure, and I believed it appeared
to be taller than the principle building. I stopped and began talking to the construction workers,
Horizon Buildings. They verified the wall height was 12’, but could not verify what the overall
height of the structure would be. I explained to them that if and when they set the first truss, if it
appears the peak of this structure will be taller than the house, they need to stop working because
the garage simply won’t be allowed to be taller than the house, and something will have to be
figured out. Later that afternoon I found the structure’s framing was complete. On April 13,
2019, I determined the height of the garage was in fact a measureable amount taller than the
principle building. I determined it could be as much as 4 feet at first. On April 15, the applicant
and I determined the garage to be 20’3” and the house to be 17’8”, meaning the garage was 2’7”
taller than the house. I then explained to the applicant that a variance would need to be sought for
the structure to be allowed as it is, or construction would need to be completed to make the
garage lower than the house.
In further reviewing how this situation occurred, I looked back at my notes from the
submitted plans, and determined that the software used to determine the height of the structure
was incorrect, and stated the house’s tallest point to be 27’4” which I have attached to this
memo. If that tool would have worked correctly, as it has countless times before, and identified
the height of the principle building as truly being what it is, this situation could have been
avoided.

In my opinion a peculiar situation exists. By my account the applicant did not cause this
situation. The builders during construction were notified that if it appears my belief in the garage
being taller than the house was true, they were to stop, but did not.
It shall be up to the Board to determine if this case warrants a variance to be granted.
You are further notified that the time and place of the public hearing will be
Monday June 3, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, located on the 2nd floor of
City Hall, 520 Fourth Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa at which time any interested party will be heard
concerning this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Director of Building and Planning

May 16, 2019

Re: Board of Adjustment Meeting

CITY OF GRINNELL
520 Fourth Avenue
Grinnell, Iowa
50112-1947
Phone: 641-236-2600
Fax: 641-236-2626
MAYOR
DAN F.
AGNEW
dagnew@grinnelliowa.gov
CITY COUNCIL

I want to let you know that a Board of Adjustment meeting has been set for
Monday, June 3, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 520 4th
Avenue.
A variance request from Nicholas Peiffer of 1529 West St to the Board of
Adjustment to approve a variance to the height requirement of a garage
located at 1533 West St has been received.
Please let me know as soon as possible if you will not be able to attend this
meeting since we want to be sure to have a quorum.
Sincerely,

BYRON HUEFTLE-WORLEY
At-Large
JIM WHITE
At-Large
JULIE HANSEN
1st Ward
JO WRAY
2nd Ward
RACHEL BLY
3rd Ward
SONDRA BURNELL
4th Ward
ADMINISTRATION
RUSSELL L.
BEHRENS
City Manager
RBehrens@
grinnelliowa.gov
P. KAY CMELIK
City Clerk/Finance Director
KCmelik@grinnelliowa.gov
WILLIAM J.
SUEPPEL
City Attorney
billjs@meardonlaw.com

Visit us at
www.grinnelliowa.gov

Tyler Avis
Director of Building and Planning

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Board of Adjustment of the City of Grinnell will meet on June 3, 2019 at 12:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Hall at 520 Fourth Avenue Grinnell, Iowa.
The agenda includes an application from Nicholas Peiffer of 1529 West St to the
Board of Adjustment to approve a variance to the height requirement of a garage
located at 1533 West St.

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that an application
from Nicholas Peiffer of 1529 West St to
the Board of Adjustment to approve a
variance to the height requirement of a
garage located at 1533 West St has been
received.
You are further notified that the time and
place of the public hearing will be
Monday, June 3, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, located on the 2nd
floor of City Hall, 520 Fourth Avenue,
Grinnell, Iowa at which time any
interested party will be heard concerning
this matter.
Tyler Avis
Director of Building & Planning
Legal Notice
Publish: May 20, 2019

