Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell will conduct
a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa 12:00
p.m. on Friday, July 16th 2021. The meeting can also be accessed by visiting the
following link
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQT09
Or by entering the following when prompted by the zoom website or app:
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345
Board of Adjustment
Agenda
July 16th, 2021

12:00 Noon

Roll Call: Baker_____, Hatting_________ , Burnell _______, Johnson_________,
Hammen__________.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: June 4th, 2021 Meeting Minutes
COMMUNICATIONS:
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Review an application (21-6) from Sam and Shawn Cox of 1504 Spencer St requesting
a variance from the requirements related to the visibility triangle regulations implemented
for fencing on a corner lot; specifically requesting to be able to box in the yard on the
south side of the dwelling with a chain link fence vs having to angle it per the visibility
regulations.

ADJOURN:

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell will conduct
a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa 12:00
p.m. on Friday, June 4th, 2021. The meeting can also be accessed by visiting the
following link
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQT09
Or by entering the following when prompted by the zoom website or app:
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
21-5

June 4, 2021

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Burnell at 12:00 pm.
Roll Call: Hatting __P_____, Burnell ___P___, Johnson __A__, Baker ___P___
Also present: Tyler Avis,
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Baker motioned to approve the agenda. Hatting seconded the motion. The Agenda was
approved unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Baker made a motion to approve the minutes, Hatting seconded the motion. The Minutes
were approved unanimously.
COMMUNICATIONS:
Avis explained he had nothing to communicate and was not contacted by anyone
regarding the variance request.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Review an application (21-5) from Craig & Shealey Sieck of 1416 Michael
Avenue requesting a variance for a garage addition that would reduce both the
side and rear yard setbacks by 5 feet, being reduced to 20 feet on the East, and 30
Feet to the South, from the required 25 feet and 35 feet, respectively.
Avis explained the request and the layout for the driveway and approach that would lead
to the garage, explaining the document included showing details on how that would
work, and indicating that the homeowners would likely utilize the center of the garage for
vehicle parking and then the outside edges would be for other storage.
Burnell inquired if the homeowner’s association was notified. Avis explained that there is
an address that was notified which appears to be the address for any communications
regarding the homeowner’s association to be sent to, being 1501 Michael Ave. Burnell
inquired if there were any covenants that would prevent this from being constructed, Avis

stated he would have to research if there were covenants in place which would, and if the
City passes a variance and if the covenants are more restrictive, then they would
supersede the variance if that were the case.
Burnell stated that the lot is for sale to the south, and it does appear that the lot to the
south wouldn’t really be encroached upon. Avis stated that they are essentially asking for
a 5 foot reduction on the south side and east side of the lots, so although it would be a
reduction in the setback it would be limited to 5 feet per the request.
Hammond explained that he will be abstaining from voting on the matter because he is
potentially involved in the construction, but he does believe that they are planning to
construct this so that it appears like the house was originally constructed with this
addition.
Avis explained how the setbacks would typically work on a corner lot, explained there
are technically two front yards but a reduction is offered in one of the setbacks if the
dwelling is placed a specific way, but that wouldn’t come in to play with this request.
Hatting moved to approve the variance request as it was written and explained. Baker
seconded the motion.
The roll call vote was as follows: Hatting __Yes __, Burnell ___Yes___,
Hammen ___Abstain___, Baker _____Yes_____. The motion passed.
ADJOURN: Baker moved to adjourn the meeting. Hammond seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously at 12:19 p.m.
ATTEST:

TYLER AVIS, SECRETARY

MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
July 1, 2021

12:00 p.m.

Approval of June 4th, 2021 Meeting Minutes
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Review an application (21-6) from Sam and Shawn Cox of 1504 Spencer St requesting a variance
from the requirements related to the visibility triangle regulations implemented for fencing on a corner
lot; specifically requesting to be able to box in the yard on the south side of the dwelling with a chain
link fence vs having to angle it per the visibility regulations.

Staff Memo: The applicants would like to erect a 4-foot-tall chain link fence on the south side of their
property at 1504 Spencer St. After meeting them at the property, it was found that the visibility triangle
of the intersection of Spencer St and 10th Avenue would require the fence to angle and follow the
visibility triangle vs coming straight south from the house like the applicants would prefer. A map is
attached which shows the visibility triangle, and how it affects placing a fence like the applicant
proposes. It shall be the Board’s decision to determine the approval of a variance to construct the
proposed addiction.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell will conduct a
public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa 12:00 p.m. on
Friday, July 16th 2021. The meeting can also be accessed by visiting the following link
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQT09
Or by entering the following when prompted by the zoom website or app:
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345
Respectfully submitted
Tyler Avis
Director of Building and Planning
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165.13

GENERAL REGULATIONS.

1. Visibility at Intersections. On a corner lot in any district (except for C-2), nothing shall obstruct view between two and ten feet
above the centerline grade of the street in a triangular area bounded by the centerlines of both streets, and a line defined by points on
the curb lines seventy-five (75) feet from the intersection of the curb lines. Where any alley (or drive) intersects a street, nothing shall
obstruct vision between two and ten feet above the centerline grade of the street in a triangular area bounded by centerlines of the
street and alley (or drive), and a line defined by a point on the street right-of-way line and a point on the alley right-of-way line (or the
edge of the drive) that is ten feet from the intersection of the right-of-way line and the edge of the drive.

To view a full-size PFD version of the image above, click here.
2. Fences, Walls and Hedges in Residential Districts. In any residential zone, fences, walls, and hedges within the limits of the
required front yard may be up to four feet in height, and up to six feet in height may be allowed if the design is determined by the
Director of Building and Planning to be in character with the surrounding neighborhood. Fences, walls and hedges in the side yard
may be up to six feet in height. Retaining walls may exceed six feet. Properly spaced trees are not considered to be hedges. Fences
along a park or playground in any residential zone may be constructed on the right-of-way line and may be constructed up to six feet in
height, provided that it allows for visibility at intersections as set out in subsection 1 of this section. All fences and plantings except
joint fences shall be so placed that they shall be wholly upon the property of the person setting same and so as to permit maintenance
of the fence without trespassing on the adjacent property. The person setting any fence shall erect said fence so that it will be of the
best possible appearance toward the outside as toward the interior of the lot in question. Where the rear yard for one lot is the side
yard for an abutting lot, the rear yard shall govern to within ten feet of the street right-of-way.
3. Street Frontage Required. No lot shall contain any building used in whole or in part for residence purposes unless such lot abuts
a public street. No lot shall contain any building used in whole or in part for commercial or manufacturing purposes unless such lot
abuts a public street or an adequate access easement to the lot, providing sufficient ingress, egress and parking, as set out in Section
165.23. Each access easement must be approved by the Council.
4. Accessory Buildings. Accessory buildings may be erected as a part of the principal building or may be connected thereto by a
breezeway or similar structure, provided all yard requirements for a principal building are met. A detached garage wholly or partially
within the limits of a side yard shall be considered part of the principal building. An addition to the principal building shall not be denied
simply because it results in a detached garage (previously considered to be in the rear yard) being located in a side yard, even if the
detached garage no longer meets all setback requirements. A minimum separation of six feet must be maintained between the addition
and an existing detached garage. Accessory buildings which are not a part of the principal building shall be located only in the rear
yard and generally shall occupy no more than thirty percent (30%) of the rear yard. Accessory buildings shall be a distance of at least
two feet from alley lines. The distance of the accessory building from lot lines of adjoining lots shall be three feet for buildings with
wall heights of eight feet or less. For every additional one foot of wall height, the distance from lot lines of adjoining lots shall be
increased by one foot, to a maximum distance of ten feet. On a corner lot, the accessory building shall conform to the setback
regulations on the side street. Height of an accessory building shall be no greater than the height of the principal building, and in no
case shall be greater than twenty-five (25) feet. Accessory buildings shall be similar or complementary in materials, style and
proportion to the principal buildings in the immediate neighborhood. No accessory building shall be constructed upon a lot until the
construction of the principal building has been commenced, and no accessory building shall be used unless the principal building on the
lot is also being used. Satellite dishes shall be classified under this chapter as an accessory building, with the same requirements for
location. Measurements shall be determined from the outer edge of the dish.

5. Corner Lots. For corner lots platted after the effective date of the zoning ordinance, the street side yard shall be equal in width
to the setback regulation of the lots to the rear having frontage on the intersecting street. On corner lots platted and of record at the
time of the effective date of the zoning ordinance, the side yard regulation shall apply to the longer street side of the lot except in the
case of reverse frontage where the corner lot faces an intersecting street. In this case there shall be a side yard on the longer street
side of the corner lot of not less than fifty percent (50%) of the setback required on the lots to the rear of such corner lot, and no
accessory building on said corner lot shall project beyond the setback line of the lots in the rear; provided further that this regulation
shall not be interpreted as to reduce the buildable width of the corner lot facing an intersecting street and of record or as shown by
existing contract of purchase at the time of the effective date of the zoning ordinance, to less than twenty-eight (28) feet or to prohibit
the erection of an accessory building. Where a dwelling or other building is to be placed facing the long side of a corner lot, the short
side of the lot shall be deemed as side yard but shall not be reduced to less than twenty-five (25) feet, or the front yard reduced to less
than twenty-five (25) feet, but the rear yard may be reduced by not more than thirty percent (30%) to permit use of the lot.
6. Building Lines on Approved Plats. Wherever the plat of a land subdivision approved by the Commission and on record in the
office of the County Recorder shows a building line along any frontage for the purpose of creating a front yard or side street yard line,
the building line thus shown shall apply along such frontage in place of any other yard line required in this chapter unless specific yard
requirements in this chapter require a greater setback.
7. Lots Not Served by Sewer and Water:
A. Single-Family and Two-Family Dwellings. Where neither public sewer nor public water is available, a minimum of 20,000
square feet lot area and a minimum of 100 feet lot width are required; where public water only is available, a minimum of 10,000
square feet lot area and a minimum of 80 feet lot width are required.
B. Multifamily Dwellings. Where public sewer is not available, special consideration shall be given to determine lot area and
width requirements on the basis of soil percolation tests as required and administered by the county sanitarian.
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July 1, 2021

Dear Property Owner:

CITY OF GRINNELL
520 Fourth Avenue
Grinnell, Iowa
50112-2043
Phone: 641-236-2600
Fax: 641-236-2626
MAYOR
Dan Agnew
mayor@grinnelliowa.gov
CITY COUNCIL
BYRON HUEFTLE-WORLEY
At—Large
JIM WHITE
At—Large
JULIE HANSEN
1st Ward
JO WRAY
2nd Ward
RACHEL BLY
3rd Ward

The Board of Adjustment has received an application (21-6) from Sam and
Shawn Cox of 1504 Spencer St requesting a variance from the requirements
related to the visibility triangle regulations implemented for fencing on a
corner lot; specifically requesting to be able to box in the yard on the south
side of the dwelling with a chain link fence vs having to angle it per the
visibility regulations.
You are receiving this notice because you are located within 200 feet of
the property this variance request pertains to.
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Adjustment for the City of Grinnell
will conduct a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue,
Grinnell, Iowa 12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 16th, 2021. The meeting can also be
accessed by visiting the following link
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQ
T09
Or by entering the following when prompted by the zoom website or app:
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345
You may submit your views on this application in person, by letter, or by a
representative at the meeting.

SONDRA BURNELL
4th Ward
ADMINISTRATION
RUSSELL L.
BEHRENS
City Manager
citymanager@
grinnelliowa.gov
WILLIAM J.
SUEPPEL
City Attorney
billjs@meardonlaw.com
P. KAY
CMELIK
City Clerk
cityclerk@grinnelliowa.gov

Visit us at
www.grinnelliowa.gov

Sincerely,

Tyler Avis
Planning and Zoning Commission Secretary
Director of Building and Planning

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Board of Adjustment of the City of Grinnell will meet on July 16, 2021 at 12:00
p.m. to review an application (21-6) from Sam and Shawn Cox of 1504 Spencer St
requesting a variance from the requirements related to the visibility triangle
regulations implemented for fencing on a corner lot; specifically requesting to be
able to box in the yard on the south side of the dwelling with a 4’ tall chain link
fence vs having to angle it per the visibility regulations.. You are further notified
that the time and place of the public hearing will be in the City Council Chambers
at 520 4th Avenue, Grinnell, Iowa 12:00 p.m. on Friday, July 16, 2021. The meeting
can also be accessed by visiting the zoom link below or entering the meeting ID and
passcode.
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQT09
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that an application
has been received from Sam and Shawn
Cox of 1504 Spencer St requesting a
variance from the requirements related to
the visibility triangle regulations
implemented for fencing on a corner lot;
specifically requesting to be able to box in
the yard on the south side of the dwelling
with a 4’ tall chain link fence vs having to
angle it per the visibility regulations.
You are further notified that the time and
place of the public hearing in the City
Council Chambers, 520 4th Avenue,
Grinnell, Iowa 12:00 p.m. on Friday, July
16th, 2021. The meeting can also be
accessed by visiting the zoom link below
or entering the meeting id and passcode.
Tyler Avis
Director of Building & Planning
Legal Notice
Publish: 7-1-2021
https://zoom.us/j/6468685281?pwd=US9qR0drckNRc2dZM0RJRTVCckxaQT09
Meeting ID: 646 868 5281 Passcode: 12345

