
ORDINANCE NO. 1485 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
GRINNELL, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO ANIMAL 
CONTROL 
 
Be It Enacted by the City Council of the City of Grinnell, Iowa: 
 
SECTION 1.  SECTION MODIFIED.  Section 55.01 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Grinnell, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

55.01 DEFINITIONS.  The following terms are defined for use in this chapter. 

1. “Advertise” means to present a commercial message in any medium, 
including (but not limited to) print, radio, television, sign, display, label, tag, or 
articulation. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717E.1) 

2. “Animal” means a nonhuman vertebrate. 
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717B.1) 

3. “Animal shelter” means a facility which is used to house or contain dogs or 
cats, or both, and which is owned, operated, or maintained by an incorporated humane 
society, animal welfare society, society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, or 
other nonprofit organization devoted to the welfare, protection, and humane treatment 
of such animals.  

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 162.2) 

4. “At large” means off the premises of the owner and on other premises against 
the wishes of the person in possession of such other premises, or upon the public 
streets, alleys, public grounds, school grounds or parks within the City.  An animal is 
not deemed to be at large if: 

A. The animal is on the owner’s property or a neighbor’s property with 
that neighbor’s consent; or 

B. The animal is confined in a cage or motor vehicle; or 

C. The animal is restrained by a leash of sufficient strength to control its 
action; or  

D. The animal is actively engaged in obedience training and under 
continual control of the owner or trainer, provided that the owner or trainer is 
conducting the training in an open area, is not endangering other users or 
animals in the area, has the animal within 30 yards and under continual voice 
control, and has in possession a leash appropriate to control the animal. 

E. The animal is a draft animal engaged in drawing vehicles or 
conveyances. 

5. “Business” means any enterprise relating to any of the following: 
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717E.1) 

A. The sale or offer for sale of goods or services. 

B. A recruitment for employment or membership in an organization. 

C. A solicitation to make an investment. 

D. An amusement or entertainment activity. 



6. “Fair” means any of the following: 
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717E.1) 

A. The annual fair and exposition held by the Iowa State Fair Board 
pursuant to Chapter 173 of the Code of Iowa or any fair event conducted by a 
fair under the provisions of Chapter 174 of the Code of Iowa. 

B. An exhibition of agricultural or manufactured products. 

C. An event for operation of amusement rides or devices or concession 
booths. 

7. “Game” means a “game of chance” or “game of skill” as defined in Section 
99B.1 of the Code of Iowa. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717E.1) 

8. “Livestock” means an animal belonging to the bovine, caprine, equine, ovine 
or porcine species, ostriches, rheas, and emus; farm deer (as defined in Section 170.1 
of the Code of Iowa); or poultry. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717.1) 

9. “Owner” means any person owning, keeping, sheltering, or harboring an 
animal. 

10. “Pet” means a living dog, cat, or an animal normally maintained in a small 
tank or cage in or near a residence, including but not limited to a rabbit, gerbil, 
hamster, mouse, parrot, canary, mynah, finch, tropical fish, goldfish, snake, turtle, 
gecko, or iguana. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717E.1) 

11. “Pound” means a facility for the prevention of cruelty to animals operated by 
the State, a municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of the State for the 
purpose of impounding or harboring seized stray, homeless, abandoned, or unwanted 
dogs, cats, or other animals; or a facility operated for such a purpose under a contract 
with any municipal corporation or incorporated society. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 162.2) 

12. “Veterinarian” means a veterinarian licensed pursuant to Chapter 169 of the 
Code of Iowa who practices veterinary medicine in the State. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717.B1) 

SECTION 2.  SECTION MODIFIED.  Section 55.03 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Grinnell, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

55.03 ABANDONMENT OF CATS AND DOGS.  It is unlawful for a person who owns or 
has custody of a cat or dog to relinquish all rights in and duties to care for the cat or dog.  This 
section does not apply to any of the following: 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 717B.8) 

1. The delivery of a cat or dog to another person who will accept ownership and 
custody of the cat or dog. 

2. The delivery of a cat or dog to an animal shelter or that has been issued or 
renewed a valid authorization by the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
under Chapter 162 of the Code of Iowa. 

3. A person who relinquishes custody of a cat at a location in which the person 
does not hold a legal or equitable interest, if previously the person had taken custody 
of the cat at the same location and provided for the cat’s sterilization by a veterinarian. 



SECTION 3.  SECTION ADDED.  Chapter 55 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Grinnell, Iowa, is amended by adding a new Section 55.14 which is hereby adopted to read as 
follows: 

55.14 TAMPERING WITH A RABIES VACCINATION TAG.  It is unlawful to tamper 
with a rabies vaccination tag. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 351.45) 

1. A person commits the offense of tampering with a rabies vaccination tag if all 
of the following apply: 

A. The person knowingly removes, damages, or destroys a rabies 
vaccination tag as described in Section 351.35 of the Code of Iowa. 

B. The rabies vaccination tag is attached to a collar worn by a dog, 
including as provided in Sections 351.25 and 351.26 of the Code of Iowa. 

2. This section shall not apply to an act taken by any of the following: 

A. The owner of the dog, an agent of the owner, or a person authorized 
to take action by the owner. 

B. A peace officer. 

C. A veterinarian. 

D. An animal shelter or pound. 

SECTION 4.  SECTION ADDED.  Chapter 55 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Grinnell, Iowa, is amended by adding a new Section 55.15 which is hereby adopted to read as 
follows: 

55.15 TAMPERING WITH AN ELECTRONIC HANDLING DEVICE.  It is unlawful 
to tamper with an electronic handling device. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 351.46) 

1. A person commits the offense of tampering with an electronic handling device 
if all of the following apply: 

A. The person knowingly removes, disables, or destroys an electronic 
device designed and used to maintain custody or control of the dog or modify 
the dog’s behavior. 

B. The electronic device is attached to or worn by the dog or attached to 
an item worn by the dog, including (but not limited to) a collar, harness, or 
vest. 

2. This section shall not apply to an act taken by any of the following: 

A. The owner of the dog, an agent of the owner, or a person authorized 
to take action by the owner. 

B. A peace officer. 

C. A veterinarian. 

D. An animal shelter or pound. 

SECTION 5.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, provision or part of this 
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the 
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional. 



SECTION 6.  WHEN EFFECTIVE.  This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its 
final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.  
Passed by the Council on the ______ day of _______________, ______, and approved this 
______ day of __________________, ______. 

     ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
First Reading:  ____________________ 
Second Reading: __________________ 
Third Reading:  ___________________ 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. _______ on the ________ day of 
___________________, ______. 
 
     ____________________________________ 

   City Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO. 1486 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
GRINNELL, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO STANDARD 
PENALTY 
 
Be It Enacted by the City Council of the City of Grinnell, Iowa: 
 
SECTION 1.  SECTION MODIFIED.  Section 1.14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Grinnell, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

1.14 STANDARD PENALTY.  Unless another penalty is expressly provided by this Code 
of Ordinances for violation of any particular provision, section, or chapter, any person failing 
to perform a duty required by this Code of Ordinances or otherwise violating any provision of 
this Code of Ordinances or any rule or regulation adopted herein by reference shall, upon 
conviction, be subject to a fine of at least $105.00 but not to exceed $855.00. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 364.3[2] and 903.1[1a]) 

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, provision or part of this 
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the 
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3.  WHEN EFFECTIVE.  This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its 
final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.  
 
Passed by the Council on the ______ day of _______________, ______, and approved this 
______ day of __________________, ______. 

     ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
First Reading:  ____________________ 
Second Reading: __________________ 
Third Reading:  ___________________ 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. _______ on the ________ day of 
___________________, ______. 
 
     ____________________________________ 

   City Clerk 



ORDINANCE NO. 1487 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
GRINNELL, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO TOBACCO 
USE 
 
Be It Enacted by the City Council of the City of Grinnell, Iowa: 
 
SECTION 1.  SECTION MODIFIED.  Section 46.02 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Grinnell, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

46.02 CIGARETTES AND TOBACCO.  It is unlawful for any person under 21 years of 
age to smoke, use, possess, purchase, or attempt to purchase any tobacco, tobacco products, 
alternative nicotine products, vapor products, or cigarettes.  Possession of tobacco, tobacco 
products, alternative nicotine products, vapor products, or cigarettes by an individual under 21 
years of age shall not constitute a violation of this section if the individual under 21 years of 
age possesses the tobacco, tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, vapor products, or 
cigarettes as part of the person’s employment and said person is employed by a person who 
holds a valid permit under Chapter 453A of the Code of Iowa or who lawfully offers for sale 
or sells cigarettes or tobacco products. 

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 453A.2) 

SECTION 2.  SECTION MODIFIED.  Section 121.07 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Grinnell, Iowa, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

121.07 PERSONS UNDER LEGAL AGE.  A person shall not sell, give, or otherwise 
supply any tobacco, tobacco products, alternative nicotine products, vapor products, or 
cigarettes to any person under 21 years of age.  The provision of this section includes 
prohibiting person under 21 years of age from purchasing tobacco, tobacco products, 
alternative nicotine products, vapor products, and cigarettes from a vending machine.  If a 
retailer or employee of a retailer violates the provisions of this section, the Council shall, after 
written notice and hearing, and in addition to the other penalties fixed for such violation, 
assess the following: 

1. For a first violation, the retailer shall be assessed a civil penalty in the amount 
of $300.00.  Failure to pay the civil penalty as ordered under this subsection shall 
result in automatic suspension of the permit for a period of 14 days. 

2. For a second violation within a period of two years, the retailer shall be 
assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $1,500.00 or the retailer’s permit shall be 
suspended for a period of 30 days.  The retailer may select its preference in the 
penalty to be applied under this subsection. 

3. For a third violation within a period of three years, the retailer shall be 
assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $1,500.00 and the retailer’s permit shall be 
suspended for a period of 30 days. 

4. For a fourth violation within a period of three years, the retailer shall be 
assessed a civil penalty in the amount of $1,500.00 and the retailer’s permit shall be 
suspended for a period of 60 days. 

5. For a fifth violation within a period of four years, the retailer’s permit shall be 
revoked. 



The Clerk shall give 10 days’ written notice to the retailer by mailing a copy of the notice to 
the place of business as it appears on the application for a permit.  The notice shall state the 
reason for the contemplated action and the time and place at which the retailer may appear and 
be heard.    

(Code of Iowa, Sec. 453A.2, 453A.22 and 453A.36[6]) 

SECTION 3.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE.  If any section, provision or part of this 
ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the 
validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 4.  WHEN EFFECTIVE.  This ordinance shall be in effect from and after its 
final passage, approval and publication as provided by law.  
 
Passed by the Council on the ______ day of _______________, ______, and approved this 
______ day of __________________, ______. 

     ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
First Reading:  ____________________ 
Second Reading: __________________ 
Third Reading:  ___________________ 
 
I certify that the foregoing was published as Ordinance No. _______ on the ________ day of 
___________________, ______. 
 
     ____________________________________ 

   City Clerk 


