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GRINNE LL,  Iowa -  On  S eptember  16,  2020,  at  approximately  5 :30  p.m.,  Jas per  Co unt y  dep uties
and the Kel l og g volu nteer  f i ref ighters  were dispatched to  t he 810 0  blo ck of  N 67t h Avenue E,
near  Mariposa  Coun ty  Park,  on the repor t  of  a  ditch f i re.  Res po ndi ng emergency pers o nnel
found a n active f i re  i n  the nor th ditch.  The item bu rning was q uickly  ident if ied as  a  human
body.  E merg ency pe rs o nnel  took care to  ext inguish the f lames  whi le  p res er ving ev idence fo r
fur ther  l aw en forcement  processing.

At  the request  of  the J a spe r  County  Sheriff,  the Iowa Div is ion of  C r iminal  I nvestigat io n
dispatched  ag en ts  a nd cr ime scene personnel  to  the area.  Examinatio n of  t he s cene led
investig ators  to  be l i eve the v ict im died as  the resu lt  of  a  homicide.

Information  provide d  by  the publ ic  led law enforcement  to  expand the invest igatio n to  t he C it y
of  Grin nel l  a nd  a  po ssi b l e  identif ication of  the v ic t im.  The vict im,  4 4-year-o ld  Micha el
Wil l ia m s of  Gr in ne l l ,  was identif ied through scientif ic  met hods by  t he Off ice t he St ate Medical
Examiner  a nd the  DC I  C r iminal ist ics  Laborator y.  

More  th a n 5 0 l aw  e n forcement  off icers  have been a  par t  of  this  invest igat ion to  br ing to
account  those respon s i ble  for  the death of  Michael  W i l l iams.  A s result ,  the DC I ,  t he G rinnel l
Pol ice Depa r tme n t  and the Jasper  County  Sheriff ’s  Off ice are  announcing t he ar rest  of
four   individ uals  for  the par t icipation before and after  the deat h of  Mr.  W i l l iams .  

On the morn in g  of  S ep tember  22,  law enforcement  of f icers  ar rested:

Steven Vog e l ,  31,  of  Gr i nnel l .  Voge l  has been charged with  one cou nt  of  mu rder  in  t he f i rst
degree,  a  c l ass  A fe l ony and Abuse of  a  Corpse (a  Cl ass  D felony) .  Vo gel  is  cur rent ly  at  t he
Mars h al l  County  Jai l ,  where he was a lready in  custody  on unre lated charges .

Also a rrested  we re  5 5 -year  o ld  Jul ia  Cox ,  57-year-o ld  Roy L ee Garner ,  and 29-year-o l d  Cody
John son ,  a l l  of  Gr in nel l .  Cox and Garner  have been charged with  o ne co unt  of  A bus e of  a
Corpse ( a  c l a ss  D felony) ,  Destruction of  Evidence (an ag g ravated mis demeanor ) ,  and
Accessor y  After  the  Fac t   (aggravated misdemeanor ) .  Johnson was  charged wit h  A bus e of  a
Corpse ( a  c l a ss  D felony)  and Accessor y  After  the Fact   (aggravated mis demeano r ) .  A l l  t hree
are bein g  hel d  at  the Poweshiek County  ja i l .

The  c ircumsta nces  s urrounding Mr.  Wi l l iams’s  death and the l imited fact s  revealed about  t he
discover y  of  th is  cr i me have,  understandably,  caus ed concer n wit hi n  t he G rinnel l  community
and beyond.  Evid e nce and state ments gathered during this  invest igat io n h ave s hown t hat  Mr.
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Wil l ia m s a nd  Vogel  were known acquaintances who  often s ocial ized wit hin  t he s ame circle  of
fr iend s.

The  investig ation  ha s  revealed no evidence to  show the act s  against  Michae l  W i l l iams  were
motivated  by  his  race nor  that  his  death was the resu l t  of  a  hate cr ime.  
The  investig ation  ha s  revealed Mr.  Wi l l iams was ki l l ed on or  abo ut  Sep tember  1 2,  in  Gr innel l .
Mr.  Wi l l ia m s’  body wa s  t hen wrapped in  c loth and plast ic,  which was s ecured wit h  ro pe and
tape,  then  tra ns por te d  to  rural  Kel logg on September  16,  where i t  was s et  ablaze.

On Se ptember  18 ,  the O f f ice of  the State Medical  E xaminer  c lass if ied Mr.  W i l l iams’s  manner  of
death a s  hom icid e  and  his  cause of  death as  consistent  with  st rangulat io n.
The  investig ation  into Mr.  Wi l l iams’  death continues ,  and anyone wit h  info r mat io n is  as ked to
contact  the Grin ne l l  Po l ice Depar tment  at  641.623.5679 o r  t he Div is io n of  C r imi nal
Investigation  at  515. 7 2 5.6010.

Age nc ies pa r t icipati n g  i n  this  investigation include the Jasper  Co un t y  Sher if f ’s  Of f ice,
Powesh iek Coun ty  Sher i ff ’s  Off ice,  Tama County  Sheriff ’s  Off ice,  Gr innel l  Po l i ce Depar t ment  ,
Mars h al l town Pol ice Depar tment,  MINE Drug Task Force,  Div is ion of  t he St ate Fi re  Marshal ,
Iowa State Patrol ,  Ja s pe r  County  Attorney ’s  Off ice,  Powes hiek Co unt y  At tor ney ’s  Of f ice,
Off ice of  the S tate  Med i cal  Examiner,  Jasper  Cou nty  Conser vat io n,  Kel logg Vo lunteer  Fire
Depa r tmen t  a nd  Divis io n of  Cr iminal  Investigation.   
A  cr imin a l  cha rg e  is  merely  an accusation and a l l  defendant s  are  p res umed inno cent  unti l
provide g ui l ty.

 

JULIA  C OX

Jul ia  Cox Comp la in t  a nd Affidavit  -  Abuse of  a  Corpse

Jul ia  Cox Comp la in t  a nd Affidavit  -  Accessor y After  the Fac t

Jul ia  Cox -  Complai nt  and Affidavit  -  Obstructing Prosecution Cou nt  1

Jul ia  Cox -  Complai nt  and Affidavit  -  Obstructing Prosecution Cou nt  2
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ROY LEE  GA RNE R

Roy  L e e Ga rner   Com p l aint  and Affidavit  -  Abuse of  a  Corpse

Roy  L e e Ga rner    Com pla int  and Affidavit  -  Accessor y After  the Fac t

Roy  L e e Ga rner   -  Co m plaint  and Affidavit  -  Obstru cting Prosecution Cou nt  1

Roy  L e e Ga rner    -  Co m plaint  and Affidavit  -  Obstructing Pros ec u tion Cou nt  2

 

CODY  JOHNSON

Cody  Johnson Compl a i nt  and Affidavit  -  Abuse of  a  Corpse

Cody  Johnson Compl a i nt  and Affidavit  -  Accessor y After  the Fac t
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STE VEN VOGE L

Steven Vog e l  Compl a i nt  and Affidavit  -  Abuse of  a  Cor pse

Steven Vog e l  Compl a i nt  and Affidavit  -  Murder  1

 

ABOUT THE IOWA  DE PA RTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

The  Iowa Depar tme nt  of  Publ ic  Safety  (DPS)  is  the l argest  law enforcement  age ncy  in  t he
state.  I t  includ es s i x  d i v is ions and several  bureaus ,  a l l  working to g et her  with  local ,  state and
federa l  governme n t  ag e ncies and the pr ivate sector,  to  keep Iowa a  s afe p lace  by  fol lowing
our  core val ues:  lea d e rs hip,  integrity,  professional ism,  cour tesy,  ser v ice and p rotect i o n.
Divis ion s with in  the Iowa DPS:  Iowa Divis ion of  Cr im inal  Investigat io n,  I owa Div is io n of
Narcotics  E n force men t ,  Iowa State Patrol ,  Iowa St ate Fire  Marshal  Div is io n,  I owa Div is io n of
Intel l ig ence and Fu s i on  Cente r,  and Administrat ive Ser vices Divis io n.  The Dep ar t ment  of
Pub l ic  Safety  is  led  by  t he Commissioner  who is  appointed by  the Governo r.

Iowa  De par tme n t of
Publ ic  Safety
215 E 7 th  St
Des  Moines IA  5 0 319
https:/ /d ps. iowa .g ov
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