Hub to make better use of public land

New aquatic center
design blends fun,
fitness for all ages

A new family aquatic center with
water slides, pevsers, and a“lazy river”
is at the heart of an expanded recre-
ational campus planned in Grinnell
that will encompass the Grinnell Area
Recreational Trail and a revamped
Lion's Park.

“We have created a completely dif-
ferent feeling and atmosphere not only
with the pool plans but with the entire
adjacentarea,” said City Manager Russ
Behrens. “The whole site will lend
itself to more recreational options, in-
cluding biking, swimming, picnick-
ing, and family reunions.”

Eventually, the recreational campus
will connect the bike trail, Bailey Park,
Lion’s Park (adjacent to current pool
beyond the parking lot to the west),
Grinnell High School, and Iowa Val-
ley Community College-Grinnell.

The new aquatic center — the focal
point of the plans — is being designed
as amulti-functional facility that prom-
15¢s fun, fitness, adventure, and relax-
ation for all patrons. The facility will
include everything from ten traditional
lap lanes for fitness buffs and competi-
tive swimmers to an interactive play
area with fountains and geysers for the
community’s youngest paddlers.

“It will provide children of all ages a
safe, low-costentertainment choice that
will keep them active all day long on
summer days,” Behrens said.

Oncethe new facility is completed -

the city hopes for a June 1, 2010,
opening—instead ofraveling to aquatic
centers in Newton, Marshalltown, or
Tama-Toldeo, area residents can stay
close to home.

Pool plans call for zero-depth entry,
creating a more inviting environment
for people of all ages, abilities, and
fitness levels. Zero-depth entry means
that the water’s edge in the shallow
part of the pool is ramped like a natural
shoreline. This feature allows people
to walk directly but gradually into the
water, enabling them to venture as
deep as they feel comfortable.

“Ome of the great advantages is that
one parent can be with two children of
different ages and abilities,” Behrens
said. “Individuals with hmited mobal.
ity or fear of the water will be able to
more fully enjoy themselves.”

Older children and adults will find
plenty of heart-pounding adventure
coasting down a tube slide that dumps
into-a 2,258-square-foot “lazy river”
or steaming down a speed slide that
empties into a receiving pool— also the
site of a water walk, which will pro-
vide a fun and challenging way to
improve coordination.

Swimmers who can navigate deeper
water may plunge into the pool on a
drop slide that empties into the lap
lanes or jump or dive off the low or
high diving boards. For those who sim-
ply want to relax or tan at pool side, the
aquatic center will be equipped with
plenty of benches, tables, chairs and
shaded umbrella areas to escape the
aftemoon sun.

“The amount of quality deck space,
green space, and shaded areas is one of
the biggest improvements with the
aquatic center design,” Behrens said.
*“Our current facility has absolutely no
shaded areas for swimmers to escape
the sun.”

The familiar uses of the current
swimming pool will remain the same
at the new aquatic center, notes Kelly
Rose, who re-joins the city siaff as
recreation director April 14. “We'll
continue to offer Amencan Red Cross
swimming lessons, lap swimming,
water aerobics, swim leam practices,
and private rentals.” Rose said.

MNew uses will be developed, as well,
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Concept drawings for the new
quaticcentershow how complex’s
rientation on site will make better
se of available space. Above, look-
g south from the intersection of
ghth Ave. and Sunset 5t., several
 the prime attractions are plain: a
rger bathhouse (center) a 10-lane
P pool (top right) and (top left)
agnet features such as a water
de and a lazy river. At right, an-
her view of the complex, looking
the southeast from its northwest
rner, west of Eighth and Sunset,
ows some of the project’s scale.
rkand trail patrons using the shel-
" (right) will also have access ta







