
 
GRINNELL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2020 AT 6:15 P.M. 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON THE 2ND FLOOR OF  

    THE CITY HALL 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA 
ROLL CALL:   Bly (Chair), Davis, Gaard.    
 
PERFECTING AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA    
 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS: 
 

1. Marty Wymore, Region 6 Resource Partners & Peoplerides, will 
present information on Peoplerides.  
 

2. Consider request from Les Ollinger to widen driveway, 801 Penrose St.  
 

3. Discuss radon mitigation. 
 

INQUIRIES:   
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
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From: Marty Wymore <mwymore@region6resources.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2020 2:17 PM 
To: Russ Behrens <RBehrens@grinnelliowa.gov> 
Subject: Peoplerides Rates 

Russ,  

Due to a period of operating losses and inability to find/retain lower wage drivers we are needing to change our 
Peoplerides rate within the City of Grinnell.  We appreciate the long term support that we have received from the 
city!  If these changes are not acceptable we will need to jointly discuss some other options to increase revenues, or 
possibly reduce or shift driver hours.  Driver hours is a very complicated piece, due to the region wide labor shortage.   

The changes that we are proposing for 4/1/20 include the following: 

 Our current passenger rate is $2.50/ride or $5.00 round trip.  We are proposing to raise that in‐town rate to
$3/ride or $6 round trip.

 The city rate has remained the same at $2.25/ride for many years.  Our new rate proposal to the city is
$4/ride.  There are no other sources of subsidy for our rides within Grinnell.

The rate on the Grinnell service between passenger rate and subsidy sources at $4/ride will equal what we are doing 
with other regional city services in Marshalltown.  We no longer have much direct service in Iowa Falls and basically no 
city service in Tama‐Toledo.  The Iowa Falls service that we have (under 1,000 rides) is integrated with our county 
disabled operations.   

Note the following data about the Grinnell service – 

 Last year we provided 3,858 rides in Grinnell (not including the Medicaid rides).  The Medicaid rides, for the non‐
CIRSI and non‐Genesis, programs were likely a few hundred.  In short ridership is fairly consistent with around
4,000 rides.

 For the last 6‐7 years we have slowly had to move away from part time drivers to full time drivers.  This has had
a large impact on the historical Grinnell operation.  Prior to this change we largely had lower wage part time
drivers.  Now to properly staff all the Poweshiek‐Grinnell services we have 3 full time drivers.  The rural
operation hours are about 2,080 hours.

 $178,000 annual cost for 4,160 hours – town hours.

 Service is very integrated with the County disabled route into the CIRSI program.  This route is about 1,300 hours
per year.  The Genesis program in Grinnell is no longer operational.

 We currently offer a daily shuttle from Grinnell College to Wal‐Mart for $1.50/ride.  That rate will be increasing
also.

 $74,000 of Region 6 direct financial support for the service – this is 16% of our state and federal transit revenue.

 $2,400 of passenger fares.

 Other services (Medicaid and some others) cannot cover the $97,000 of other costs, like in some of the past
good years.

 Regionally we can no longer find full or part time CDL drivers at $12.50/hour.  That rate will be likely increasing
to $15.31/hour on or around 4/1/20.

If you want to further chat about this let me know.  I can easily come to Grinnell to discuss.  I will be in the area on 
2/13/20 and could meet in the 2‐4 pm range, if that works.   

Have a good day!  

Marty Wymore, AICP 
Director 
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Region 6 Resource Partners & Peoplerides 
903 E Main Street 
Marshalltown, IA 50158 
641‐752‐0717 phone 
641‐751‐3679 cell 
mwymore@region6resources.org  
**Please update your contact information to reflect our new e‐mail address** 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

CITY OF GRINNELL 

520 Fourth Avenue  

Grinnell, Iowa 

50112-1947 

 Phone:  641-236-2600 

Fax:  641-236-2626 

 
MAYOR 

 
DAN F. 

AGNEW 
dagnew@grinnelliowa.gov 

 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 

BYRON HUEFTLE-WORLEY 
At-Large 

 
JIM WHITE 

At-Large 
 

JULIE DAVIS 

1st Ward 

 
JO WRAY 

2nd Ward 
 

RACHEL BLY 

3rd Ward 
 

LAMOYNE GAARD 

4th Ward 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

 
RUSSELL L. 
BEHRENS 

City Manager 
RBehrens@ 

grinnelliowa.gov 

 
 

ANNMARIE WINGERTER 

City Clerk/Finance Director 
AWingerter@ 

grinnelliowa.gov 

 
WILLIAM J. 
SUEPPEL 

City Attorney 

billjs@meardonlaw.com 
 

 

 

Visit us at  

www.grinnelliowa.gov 

 

801 Penrose Street – Driveway Proposal 
City of Grinnell, Iowa 

 
FROM: Tyler Avis            DATE: February 26, 2020 

Director of Building and Planning 

 

TO: Honorable Dan Agnew 

 Honorable Council Persons 

 Mr. Russell Behrens, City Manager 

 Ms. Ann Wingerter, City Clerk 

 

Subject: Explanation of a request for a variance to the driveway regulations. 

 

Les Ollinger, owner of 801 Penrose St, requests City Council approval to 

widen his driveway to better accommodate vehicles entering and leaving the 

recently completed garage addition on the west side of the residence. Chapter 

140 of Grinnell City Code outlines regulations for Driveways and Culverts, 

and explicitly states that driveways shall be no wider than 35 feet at the curb, 

and 25 feet at the property line, also needing a 5 foot flare on each side at the 

curb. The proposed driveway would be 32 feet at the curb and near 50 feet 

wide at the property line. It should be noted that the 80 foot right of way of 

3rd Avenue contributes to the situation present. City Council is authorized to 

modify application of the regulations to such an extent that the owner will be 

allowed such reasonable use of existing property as will be consistent with the 

safety of motorists and pedestrians and the use by the public of the affected 

streets. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Tyler Avis 

Director of Building and Planning 
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Les Ollinger, owner of 801 Penrose St, requests City Council approval to widen his driveway to better 
accommodate vehicles entering and leaving the recently completed garage addition on the west side of the 
residence. Chapter 140 of Grinnell City Code outlines regulations for Driveways and Culverts, and explicitly 
states that driveways shall be no wider than 35 feet at the curb, and 25 feet at the property line, also needing 
a 5 foot flare on each side at the curb. The proposed driveway would be 32 feet at the curb and near 
50 feet wide at the property line. It should be noted that the 80 foot right of way of 3rd Avenue contributes
to the situation present. City Council is authorized to modify application of the regulations to such 
an extent that the owner will be allowed such reasonable use of existing property as will be consistent 
with the safety of motorists and pedestrians and the use by the public of the affected streets.



February 19, 2020 

Dan Agnew 

Mayor 

City of Grinnell 

520 4th Avenue 

Grinnell, IA 50112 

Dear Mayor Agnew, 

I, Andrew Stith, a resident of Grinnell would like express my interest in the improvement of 

radon awareness on our rental properties in the community.  

My wife and I have been renting a home for three years and have recently become aware of the 
harm that elevated levels of radon can have on a person. Because of this, we decided to test 
our property for radon this winter. After completing two tests, on the home’s first floor, we 
found there to be elevated levels of radon in which the Environmental Protection Agency 

recommends action be taken. Upon informing our landlord, no steps have been taken to 
remedy the situation. 

Through research I found that Iowa City recently adopted an ordinance requiring all single 
family detached structures and duplex rentals to be tested prior to rental permit issuance. If 
radon exceeds certain levels, a radon mitigation system will be required. I would like to ask City 

Council to consider implementing radon testing for rental properties and taking action when 
radon levels exceed Environmental Protection Agency recommendations.  

I brought my concerns to Russ Behrens, in which we discussed other potential ways the City 
might be able to help raise awareness while also potentially providing some assistance. An 
option we discussed might be a grant program to provide awareness and assistance for 

landlords helping them fund radon mitigation systems in their properties. Radon mitigation 
systems costs typically vary from $800 to $1500 with an average of $1200. With a grant from 
the City, landlords may be incentivized to install these systems, furthering the safety for 
tenants. 

Without responsibilities for landlords to even disclose tests for heightened radon levels, I find it 

difficult to ensure citizens have a safe place to live in Grinnell. Given that renters account for 
more than 30% of the Grinnell community, I consider this a public health issue for many 
residents. 

I would be happy to speak with you more about this issue and look forward to hearing your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Stith
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